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Ladi3$  fisnd  Geotlemon: 

We  or©  here  today  to  heswr      man  who  is  univenony  recMs^iated  w  the  tro«  f^k^ 
jyoe  of  those  who  hove  bolit  this  country »  Thk  man  is  Abrohom  Lincoln .1  believe  only  of 
K^oln^l  who  have  lived  con  it  be  salds  "His  feme  grows  greater  with  the  passing  ye^So 
A^SS     iSs  inwhich  he  lived  fedes  tehe.  into  the  past,  his  slotureiooms  «vergrealer  m  the 
hiam  a^  mincb,  not  only  of  bis  cwn  countrymen,  but  of  all  the  people  around  the  wcrldo 

Born  in  a  tog  cabin  of  the  most  humble  of  po^ents,  denied  even  the  barest  fudlmenH 
of  o>  formal  education,  he  went  on  to  educate  himself,  to  abo  ish  human  slavenr  »r«  this  country 
Tnd  wdSibn^united  nation  into  an  inde^uctible  whde.  His  life  represents  the  P^rf^^^c^- 
^fon  of  the  Arnsrlco..  dream  -  that  image  which  has  mised  our  country  to  its  present  exalted  status. 

This  country  was  founded  on  the  principle  that  the  dignity  of  the  individual  and  his 
freedom  ore  fcremost;  The  rugged  i^^^^^^^^sm  ^f  the  Free  Enterprise  Sy^^^ 
Zm  of  the  sti^cturci  into  which  this  nation  was  built.  Nowhere  and  at  no  time  has  this  basic 
philosophy  so  succls^ctly  been  stated  as  in  Lincoln's  words  when  he  declared, 

"Props     is  th©  ffuit  of  bbcr .  <> .  oPfOpertv  is  <feslrx»ble  o  o  ois  a  oositive  good 
in  the  wo^ld,  Thot  some  ^ould  be  rich  shows  that  othere  may  rich, 
^nd  hence  Is  fust  encouragement  to  industry  «^  enterF»s9^  ^•V'^^li^jS 
is  houseless  cisS  do^vn  the  house  of  anotheri  but  iet  hsm  bboi  d»  jgentiy  and 
bjild  on©  fx*r  himself,  thus  by  example  assuring  that  his  awn  shall  be  safe 
Ct am  violence  when  built  o" 

And  most  Impojte^^t  of  oil  ere  Lincoln^s  words  as  he  realized  he  needed  more  then  earthly  helpj 

"1  have  been  driven  many  times  upow  my  knees  by  the  ovewbslming  conviction 
that  I  had  nowhere  else  to  go.  My  own  wisctem  and  that  of  ail  about  me  seem- 
ed Insufficient  fffir  that  day  c" 

Ahmhzm  Lincoln  was  tnjJy  a  men  of  the  American  V^est.  He  was  horn  ^  JJ«^"C^^ 
then  the  western  f^m!er  of  our  couniiy ,  and  he  mov^d  to  Indiana  and  I  llinois  *^'f^^J«^^ 
l;^«e7st^4^  Only  once  did  he  make  a  trip  into  th.^  states  ^.^^f^^fT^^J^^^^ 
Hotioms!  Ccr^bo>'  Hall  of  Fame  and  Western  Heritage  Centero  Thct  was  in  ^^59  otjj  me  to^ 
rWd  wm  complied  ^ont  Hannibal,  Missouri  to  Sic  .bseph,  Missouri,  ^^^'^  ^ f 
ImnMiJm'^^ry  to  i.ake  folks  in  .evefoJ  to..^ns  In  northeast^n  K«n^.o  But  what  on  impact 
this  mzn  of  rhe  frenHer  had  c«  the  settlement  ond  deveiopment  of  tft©  West, 

Casslus  Cky'^s  visit  to  Springfield  i«  1854-  ir.  behalf  of  the  ^^^^^^f  ^^'^^J^^^^^^ 
Lincolr/s  interest  In  pilitieso  After  His  defeel  for  re-election  p  Congress  in  1848  he  had  t^ned 
l^r^lWcfrLX  c^pfetaly  engrW  in  the  pmctice  ^^^^  Keti^ 
Clay  caused  Lincoln  to  look  to  Konsas  and  Hebmskc  o^^f  devote  constdsfobie  time  to  intluencing 
S7enoctfa^n.t  of  \^gh\af\on  which  p^'-ovided  fc.  iha  .enhmmi  o?  those  two  states  o 

Preoccupied  m  be  ^cs       Civil  W...  dyeing      the  yarns  of  ^^'^^^^^1^'^ 
time  to  look  into  ths  future       p'ovide  for  ou,:-  camtty^s  Wesi-ern  devebprnenvo  ^/^^.f^; 
ifS  p  Sclent  Lincoln  signod  L  Homestead  Act,  on^  of  the  truly  no?aLie  Sc./s  of  American 
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hislory  o  This  iegistation  was  one  of  the  most  fmportont  cwnerstones  %om  which  this  rtation^ 
behveen  the  Civil  VV<n°  and  World  War  {,  rose  to  giont  strer^th  ond  gl<^l  leodershlpo  This 
Act  permitted  1,500,000  farallies  to  acquire  the  dignity  of  indepandsnee  in  farm  ownership 
in  this  seventeen  states  of  the  Wesi  o  St  wos  (probably  tne  most  impoftpmt  single  factor  Ini  the 
ropid  setvlement  of  these  stotes  o 

"It  wos  on  immortal  mon^nt^ "  emphasised  Allan  tMevlns^  "in  the  history  of  higher 
educotion  in  America  and  the  world  wiien  on  July  2^  1862^  AbraHssm  Lincoln  lifted  his  pen 
and  signed  the  Collage  Land  Gran»^  Acto"  While  all  the  states  benefited  from  this  fer'seelng 
legislation it  was  im  undeveloped  states  of  the  West  which  profited  mosto  They  were  enalined 
almost  immediately  upon  settlement  to  establish  is^titutions  of  higher  Se<srnir^o 

Further  enhoncemsnt  of  the  rapid  development  of  the  West  come  In  Lincoln''s  secor^d 
annual  message  to  Cor^ress  on  December  2.  1862^  when  he  said^.  "To  carry  out  the  proyislons 
of  the  Act  of  Cor^ress  on  the  15th  of  May  lost^  S  have  ooused  th«  Depatme^t  of  Agriculture 
of  the  United  States  to  be  «°gonized,"  This  was  indeed  o  vost  forward  step  in  the  eoonc»nic 
wel  fore  of  the  West  c> 

It  was  th®  building  of  roiiroods  which  eocsbled  the  West  to  be  ||^<^rty  settled  and 
developed.  Lincoln^s  first  recorckd  speech^  delivered  when  he  was  twenty-three^  had  to  do 
wi^h  the  construction  of  raiiroadso  His  lost  speech  In  Cor^ress  In  1848  was  delivered  on  a  bill 
Sprontii^  land  to  the  s^-otes  to  moke  rallroacband  canals »  The  Rollroad  Land  Grant  Acts  of  1862 
and  18^,  possed  under  his  tuteloge,  enabled  the  W@3t  to  be  opernsd  fos^  settlement  much  speedier 
than  otherwise  would  have  been  po^lbloo  Ke  selected  Council  Bluffs  as  the  eastern  terminus  of 
the  Union  Poelfic  Railroad  under  liie  Act  of  Congress  on  No'VBmber  tTf  1B63o  This  iiriterest  In 
railrood  building^  while  still  ;»'aoccupied  with  the  Civil  Wor^,  gave  flm  Impetus  which  <iinabled 
Union  Pacific  officials  to  drive  the  goicbn  spike  Qt  Promoritoryf,  Utah  in  l869o 

Durii^  his  term  of  office  the  nation  grew  Ire^ize^  for  ^4evada  was  admitted  as  a 
state  in  1864  and  tlw  territories  of  Arizomt^  Idaho  en6  Montana  ¥;ere  carved  out  of  the  vast 
public  domain  of  the  West  in  1863  and  1864. 

The  Notionol  hark  Act^  the  foundotlon  of  the  Fe<brol  Reserve  System^  uftder  which 
the  bulk  of  our  financial  institution's  Ofi^rate  todoy^  was  pcsssed  during  the  Lincolri  Adml^lslra'- 
tiorto  This  Act  very  definitely  prevented  any  wild  is^ance  of  pof^r  momy  in  the  new  settle- 
ments such  OS  transpired  in  Andrew  Jockson°s  day  and  resulted  in  so  imich  suffer Ing  o  As  a 
result  of  ^Is  sound  financial  Actj.  ihs  West  was  allowed  to  develop  In  an  orderly  foshloi^  under- 
the  auspices  of  sound  financing  o 

On  Lincoln's  last  day  on  earthy  Ap^W  14^  1865^  many  of  His  thoughts  were  cbvoted 
to  the  West.  He  visited  with  Schuyler  Colfb^t  who,,  as  Choirmaai  of  th©  Congressiono!  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roods,  had  been  instrumental  in  securl?^  the  overland  moil  and  the 
teiegfof^  to  the  Pacific  Coast <>  Colfax  was  prepcring  to  leave  ilie  mini  day  fos'  a  trip  through 
the  West;?  and  Lincoln  sent  this  message  to  the  western  miners:  "1  hove  very  large  id&os  of  tha 
minerol  wealth  of  our  nation o  I  b&iieve  It  pioctlcolfy  Inexhoustlbleo  it  abounds  all  over  {4)e 
Western  country  Iran  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pocefic^  ond  its  develojf^ent  has  scarcely 
commenced c  During  the  War^  when  we  were  addlr^  o  couple  of  mtilloisis  cf  dollcsfs  ©vsry  my 
to  our  notionol  debt^  I  did  not  care  about  encourcsglr^  the  incf©€ss©  \?%  the  Yoiuane  of  our  j^q- 
cious  metoUo  We  had  the  ccajntfy  to  save  firsts  But  now  that  the  rebel llori  is  wmfh-<mn^.  and 
we  know  pretty  nea^  ly  (he  omount  of  our  r^ationQi  debt^.  the  more  gold  and  silver  we  mine  mcskas 
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{'he  paymeti^  of  that  debt  so  much  easier  o  Now  I  om  goer^  to  oRcouroga  thot  in  every  possible 
wa/o"  He  hofided  this  messc^e  to  Cdfesx  from  the  ccsTioge  which  iook  him  to  Ford°s  Tneotre 
ondl  his  final  rendezvous  with  destiny  o 

It  is  most  fitting  tbst  the  brortze  replico  of  the  Froser  stestue  we  are  unveilie^  todciy 
stcmcb  ot  fh9  eastern  terminus  of  the  Lincoln  Highway,  the  road  which  has  hod  so  much  to  do 
with  the  growth  of  the  Westo  And  it  is  most  fitting  that  the  original  mo<fel  of  this  wombrful 
work  of  art  should  now  be  plowed  In  the  ii-^titutiosi  devoted  to  that  West  to  which  Abrahom 
Lincotif^  contributed  so  much  I 

lhark  yen . 


PRESIDENT  YOUNG,  FACULTY,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GRADUATING  CLASS, 
STUDENT  BODY  OF  PEPERDINE  COLLEGE  AND  GUESTS: 

IT  IS  TRULY  A  PRIVILEGE  TO  BE  HERE  ONCE  AGAIN,  AFTER  A  LAPSE  OF 
NINE  YEARS.  AT  THAT  TIME  MRS.  BASS  AND  I  SHARED  THE  SPOTLIGHT  WITH  SOME  OF 
THE  MOST  RENOWNED  AND  SUCCESSFUL  BUILDERS  THIS  WORLD  HAS  EVER  KNOWN  -  TO  BE 
INDUCTED  WITH  THEM  INTO  THE  AMERICAN  BUILDERS  HALL  OF  FAME.  TODAY  WE  ARE 
BACK  TO  BE  AGAIN  HONORED  BY  THE  SCHOOL  WHICH,  MORE  THAN  ANY  OTHER,  TO  ME 
EPITOMIZES  THE  FREE  ENTERPRISE,  RUGGED  INDIVIDUALISM  WHICH  HAS  RAISED  OUR  GREAT 
NATION  TO  THE  HIGHEST  PLATEAU  EVER  REACHED  BY  ANY  COUNTRY  AND  ANY  CIVILIZA- 
TION. .    -  .; 

I  AM  NOT  AT  ALL  CERTAIN  I  DESERVE  IT  ALL  BUT    !  AM  DARNED  GLAD  TO 
BE  HERE  AND  BE  SO  HONORED.  AND  I  THANK  THE  DIVINE  BEING  I  HAVE  BEEN  PERMITTED 
TO  LEAD  SUCH  A  LIFE  AS  WOULD  CAUSE  THIS  GREAT  INSTITUTION  TO  SO  GENEROUSLY 
RECOGNIZE  ME.  .  .  ., 

TODAY  I  AM  GOING  TO  TALK  TO  YOU  ABOUT  MY  OWN  LIFE  WITH  THE  AAAN 
WHO  IS  UNIVERSALLY  RECOGNIZED  AS  THE  TRUE  PROTOTYPE  OF  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  BUILD- 
ED  THIS  COUNTRY.   SO  INTIMATELY  HAVE  I  BECOME  ASSOCIATED  WITH  HIS  LIFE,  I  SOME- 
TIMES AM  NOT  CERTAIN  JUST  WHERE  HIS  LEAVES  OFF  AND  MINE  BEGINS .  / 

I  BELIEVE  ONLY  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  OF  ALL  THE  MEN  WHO  HAVE  LIVED 
ON  EARTH,  CAN  IT  BE  SAID, 

"HIS  FAME  GROWS  GREATER  WITH  THE  PASSING  YEARS."  AS  THE  PERIOD  IN 
V/HICH  HE  LIVED  FADES  FURTHER  INTO  THE  PAST,  HIS  STATURE  LOOMS  EVER  GREATER  IN 
THE  HEARTS  AND  MINDS  -  NOT  ONLY  OF  HIS  OWN  COUNTRYMEN  BUT  OF  ALL  THE  PEOPLE 
AROUND  THE  GLOBE.  "  -     ■        =  ^  -  '  ^  ■■  ; 

BORN  IN  A  LOG  CABIN  OF  THE  MOST  HUMBLE  OF  PARENTS,  DENIED  EVEN 
THE  BAREST  RUDIMENTS  OF  A  FORMAL  EDUCATION,  HE  WENT  ON  TO  EDUCATE  HIMSELF, 
TO  ABOLISH  HUMAN  SLAVERY  IN  THIS  COUNTRY  AND  TO  WELD  THIS  DISUNITED  NATION 
INTO  AN  INDESTRUCTIBLE  WHOLE.   HIs'lIFE  REPRESENTS  THE  PERSONIFICATION  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  DREAM  -  THAT  IMAGE  WHICH  HAS  RAISED  OUR  COUNTRY  TO  ITS  PRESENT 
EXALTED  STATU^..    ■  'i 


WHEN  I  THINK  OF  THE  CHARACTER  HE  DISPLAYED,  THE  HOPELESS-APPEARING 
ODDS  HE  OVERCAME,  I  SOMETIMES  THINK  OF  HIM  AS  BEING  SOMEONE  ABOVE  A  MERE 
MORTAL.   I  EVEN  LOOK  UPON  HIM  SOMEWHAT  AS  DID  THE  PEOPLE  IN  IOWA  DURING  THE 
CIVIL  WAR  AS  DESCRIBED  IN  A  LETTER  WRITTEN  TO  MY  WIFE' S  FATHER  BY  A  COUSIN  IN 
THE  LAST  YEAR  OF  THAT  CONFLICT. 

MEMBERS  OF  HER  FAMILY  CAME  FROM  VIRGINIA  AND  MARYLAND  TO  SETTLE 
IN  CHARITON  COUNTY,  MISSOURI  MANY  YEARS  BEFORE  THE  CIVIL  WAR.  TRUE  TO  THEIR 
ANTECEDANTS,  THEY  WERE  ALL  PRO-SOUTHERN  IN  THEIR  VIEWPOINTS  AND  ALL  THE  MEN 
OF  MILITARY  AGE  SERVED  IN  GENERAL  STERLING  PRICE'S  CONFEDERATE  ARMY.  SENTIMENT 
IN  MISSOURI  WAS  PRETTY  EVENLY  DIVIDED  BETWEEN  THE  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  AND  NO 
REGULAR  ARMIES  OF  CONSEQUENCE  WERE  MAINTAINED  IN  THE  STATE  BY  EITHER  SIDE. 
AS  A  RESULT,  THE  BUSHWACKERS  HELD  FULL  SWAY.  MURDER  AND  ROBBERY  WERE  INDULGED 
IN  BY  IRREGULARS  OF  BOTH  SIDES  TO  A  MUCH  GREATER  EXTENT  THAN  IN  ANY  OTHER  STATE. 

IN  THE  LAST  YEAR  OF  THE  WAR  MY  FATHER-IN-LAW,  A  LAD  OF  FIFTEEN,  WAS 
SENT  TO  THE  ILLINOIS  COLLEGE  FOR  MEN  AT  JACKSONVILLE,  ILLINOIS.  THIS  COUSIN 
LIVED  IN  SALINE  COUNTY  WHERE  THINGS  BECAME  SO  HOT  FOR  SOUTHERN  SYMPATHIZERS 
HE  FLED  TO  IOWA.  FROM  THERE  HE  WROTE  HIS  YOUNG  RELATIVE  IN  ILLINOIS. 

"THE  PEOPLE  UP  HERE  IN  IOWA  COMPARE  ABE  LINCOLN  TO  GOD  AND  GIVE  ABE 
THE  BEST  OF  IT." 

I  CANNOT  RECALL  WHEN  I  WAS  NOT  INVOLVED  WITH  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.  I 
WAS  BORN  UNTO  A  FATHER  WHOSE  LIFE'S  PHILOSOPHY  RESTED  FIRMLY  ON  THREE  FOUNDA- 
TION STONES.  THESE  WERE:  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  WAS  THE  GREATEST  MAN  WHO  EVER 
LIVED;  OUR  COUNTRY  IS  SECURE  SO  LONG  AS  ITS  DESTINIES  ARE  IN  THE  HANDS  OF  THE 
REPUBLICAN  PARTY;  AND  THE  ONLY  CERTAIN  PATH  TO  ETERNAL  SALVATION  IS  THROUGH 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCH.   HE  REARED  SEVEN  CHILDREN  AND  NONE  HAVE  EVER  WANDERED 
VERY  FAR  FROM  THOSE  TENETS.  AND  i  HAVE  ALWAYS  BEEN  THANKFUL  MY  FATHER  LIVED 
UNTIL  I  WAS  FORTY  YEARS  OF  AGE  SO  I  COULD  TRULY  APPRECIATE  HIM. 

I  WENT  TO  THE  EIGHTH  GRADE  AT  OLD  KENWOOD  SCHOOL  IN  ENID, 
OKLAHOMA.  MY  TEACHER  WAS  AN  EX-PROFESSIONAL  BASEBALL  MANAGER  NAMED  TED 
PRICE.   HE  WAS  A  STERN  DISCIPLINARIAN  AND  I  STOOD  MUCH  IN  AWE  OF  HIM.   ON  THE 


FIRST  DAY  OF  SCHOOL  HE  DECREED  NO  CHILD  WOULD  GRADUATE  THE  NEXT  SPRING 
UNLESS  HE  COULD  RECITE  "THE  VISION  OF  SIR  LAUNFAL,"  A  RATHER  LENGTHY  POEM. 

SOME  SWAIN  HAD  GIVEN  MY  ELDEST  SISTER  A  COPY  OF  JAMES  RUSSELL  LOWELL'S 
POETRY.   FOR  HOURS  DURING  THE  WINTER  I  PACED  THE  UPSTAIRS  HALL  WITH  THAT  BOOK  IN 
MY  HAND,  TEDIOUSLY  MEMORIZING  THE  POEM  SO  WELL  I  HAVE  NEVER  FORGOTTEN  IT.  I 
BELIEVE  1  WAS  THE  ONLY  KID  IN  THE  ROOM  WHO  SUCCEEDED  IN  MEMORIZING  IT  BY 
GRADUATION  TIME. 

THAT  EXPERIENCE  INSTILLED  IN  ME  AN  APPRECIATION  OF  POETRY  I  HAVE  NEVER 
LOST.   IN  THE  INTERVENING  YEARS  I  HAVE  COMMITTED  CONSIDERABLY  MORE  TO  MEMORY. 

I  HAVE  LEARNED  A  VALUABLE  LESSON  THROUGH  THIS  INTEREST  IN  POETRY.  IF 
ONE  WILL  QUOTE  POETRY,     HE  CANNOT  THINK  BITTER  THOUGHTS  WHILE  SO  DOING. 
QUOTING  OR  READING  POETRY  IMMEDIATELY  PUTS  ONE  IN  A  BETTER  FRAME  OF  MIND.  I 
HAVE  CULTIVATED  THE  HABIT  OF  READING  A  FEW  LINES  OF  POETRY  EACH  NIGHT  BEFORE 
TURNING  OFF  THE  LIGHT,  THEREBY  COMPOSING  MY  MIND  FOR  RESTFUL  SLEEP.  AND  EACH 
MORNING,  AS  1  LOOK  AT  MYSELF  IN  THE  MIRROR' WHILE  SHAVING,  I  QUOTE  THREE  LITTLE 
VERSES  WRITTEN  BY  A  SANTA  FE  RAILROAD  WORKER.  THESE  PUT  ME  IN  A  BETTER  FRAME  OF 
MIND  TO  MEET  THE  DAY'S  PROBLEMS.  I 

WHILE  SEARCHING  FOR  POETRY  TO  MEMORIZE  I  BECAME  INTRIGUED  WITH  THE 
GREAT  AMOUNT  OF  POETRY  WRITTEN  ABOUT  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.   I  BEGAN  LAYING  ASIDE 
A  COPY  OF  EACH  LINCOLN  POEM  I  RAN  ACROSS  UNTIL  NOW  THEY  NUMBER  IN  THE  THOJS- 
ANDS.  THE  EXPERTS  TELL  ME  THIS  IS  THE  LARGEST  COLLECTION  OF  ITS  KIND  !N  EXISTENCE. 

IN  THE  COURSE  OF  COLLECTING  LINCOLNIA,  I  BECAME  ACQUAINTED  WITH 
RALPH  NEWMAN,  A  CHICAGO  BOOK  DEALER  WHO  SPECIALIZES  IN  MR.  LINCOLN.  ONE 
DAY  A  LETTER  ARRIVED  FROM  MR.  NEWMAN.   IT  INFORMED  ME  THE  OLIVER  H.  BARRETT 
COLLECTION  OF  LINCOLNIA  WAS  COMING  UP  FOR  SALE  AT  THE  PARKE-BERNET  GALLERIES 
IN  NEW  YORK.   IN  IT  WAS  AN  ITEM  WHICH  THE  DEALER  DECLARED  NQ  ONE  IN  THE  WORLD 
BUT  ME  SHOULD  OV7N.   IT  WAS  MR.  LINCOLN'S  FAVORITE  POEM,  "O,  WHY  SHOULD  THE 
SPIRIT  OF  MORTAL  BE  PROUD?"  IN  HIS  OWN  HANDWRITING. 

I  HAD  READ  MR.  LINCOLN  BECAME  ENAMOURED  OF  THIS  POEM,  WRITTEN  BY 
A  SCOTSMAN  BY  NAME  OF  WILLIAM  KNOX,  DURING  THE  PERIOD  HE  WAS  MOURNING  THE 


DEATH  OF  HIS  SWEETHEART  ANN  RUTLEDGE.   HE  QUOTED  IT  ON  MANY  OCCASIONS  UNTIL 
THE  VERY  TIME  OF  HIS  OWN  DEATH.   IN  1847  HE  WROTE  IT  DOWN  FOR  A  YOUNG  LADY  HE 
ENCOUNTERED  IN  DECATUR,  ILLINOIS.   IT  IS  THE  ONLY  COMPLETE  COPY  IN  HIS  OWN 
HANDWRITING  KNOWN  TO  EXIST. 

I  WROTE  MR.  NEWMAN  AND  TOLD  HIM  TO  BID  IT  IN  FOR  ME  AT  THE  SALE. 
I  HAD  LEARNED  SOMETHING  OF  THE  PRICE  LINCOLN  MATERIAL  WAS  BRINGING  SO  I  WAS 
CAREFUL  TO  PUT  A  CEILING  ON  IT.  THEN  I  DISCOVERED  I  WOULD  BE  IN  NEW  YORK  AT 
THE  TIME  OF  THE  SALE  WHILE  ON  THE  WAY  TO  A  CONTRACTOR'S  CONVENTION  IN  BOSTON. 

TIME  CAME  TO  GO  TO  THE  CONVENTION.  WHEN  WE  REACHED  NEW  YORK  I 
LEARNED  A  PARTY  WAS  BEING  HELD  FOR  ALL  INTERESTED  IN  THE  SALE.  THERE  I  ENCOUNTERED 
MR.  NEWMAN. 

"DON'T  YOU  WORRY  ABOUT  YOUR  POEM,"  HE  ASSURED  ME.   "I  HAVE  EVERY- 
ONE SPOTTED  WHO  IS  INTERESTED  IN  THAT  SALE  AND  YOU  ARE  GOING  TO  GET  IT  AT  A 
BARGAIN." 

"THAT  IS  WONDERFUL,"  I  DECLARED.    "BUT  I  HAVE  DECIDED  I  CANNOT  LIVE 
WITHOUT  THAT  POEM  SO  I  AM  TAKING  THE  CEILING  OFF  THE  PRICE  I  AUTHORIZED  YOU  TO 
BID." 

1 

THE  PARTY  ADJOURNED  TO  A  DINNER  AT  THE  LOTUS  CLUB.  THERE  SEVERAL 
NOTED  LINCOLN  SCHOLARS  MADE  BRIEF  TALKS.  AMONG  THEM  WAS  MR.  BEN  THOMAS  OF 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS. 

THE  ERUDITE  MR.  THOMAS  DIVIDED  HIS  TIME  BETWEEN  THE  BREEDING  OF 
HEREFORD  CATTLE  AND  BECOMING  AN  EXPERT  ON  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.   HE  HAD  BUT 
RECENTLY  WRITTEN  AND  CUASED  TO  BE  PUBLISHED  A  ONE-VOLUME  BIOGRAPHY  OF  THE 
AAARTYRED  PRESIDENT.   IT  WAS  ENJOYING  A  TREMENDOUS  SALE  AND  HAS  NOW  BECOME 
PRETTY  WIDELY  RECOGNIZED  AS  THE  FINEST  ONE-VOLUME  STORY  OF  THE  EMANCIPATOR'S 
LIFE  YET  WRITTEN.   MR.  THOMAS  TOLD  THIS  STORY.  ^ 

"MY  WIFE  AND  I  ARE  LOVERS  OF  ANTIQUES  AND  WE  BOTH  LIKE  TO  ATTEND 
AUCTIONS.  AND  WE  LIKE  TO  TRAVEL.   LAST  AUTUMN,  AS  IT  BEGAN  TO  GET  COLD,  WE 
DECIDED  TO  TAKE  A  VACATION  IN  A  WARMER  CLIMATE.  WE  PACKED  THE  CAR  AND 
HEADED  SOUTH.  WE  DROVE  THROUGH  SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS,  OVER  PARTS  OF  MISSOURI, 


ARKANSAS  AND  OKLAHOMA  AND  ACROSS  THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS.  AT  LAREDO  WE  WENT 
THROUGH  THE  AMERICAN  CUSTOMS,  THEN  THROUGH  THE  MEXICAN  AT  NUEVO  LAREDO 
AND  PROCEEDED  ON  INTO  THE  INTERIOR  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

"SOMEWHERE  IN  NORTHERN  MEXICO  WE  CAME  TO  A  VILLAGE.   LIKE  MOST 
EVERY  TOWN  IN  THAT  COUNTRY  THIS  ONE  WAS  CLUSTERED  AROUND  A  PLAZA.  AS  WE 
DROVE  THROUGH  1  NOTICED  AN  AUCTION  IN  PROGRESS  ON  THIS  PLAZA.   I  ANNOUNCED 
TO  MY  WIFE, 

"M  AM  GOING  TO  PARK  THE  CAR  AND  TAKE  A  LOOK  AT  THIS  AUCTION.  MAYBE 
WE  CAN  PICK  UPAN  ANTIQUE  ATA  BARGAIN.'  1  PARKED  THE  CAR  AND  STROLLED  OVER  TO 
THE  POINT  THE  AUCTIONEER  WAS  BARKING  HIS  WARES,  AS  I  APPROACHED  HE  PUT  A  PARROT 
UP  FOR  SALE.  THE  LAST  THING  IN  THE  WORLD  I  WANTED  WAS  A  PARROT,   i  DO  NOT  LIKE 
THE  BIRDS  AND  EVEN  IF  I  BOUGHT  ONE,  I  COULD  NOT  HAVE  BROUGHT  IT  BACK  TO  THE 
STATES  BECAUSE  OF  THE  PARROT  FEVER  QUARANTINE.   I  CERTAINLY  WANTED  NO  PART  OF 
A  PARROT. 

"BUT  I  LISTENED  TO  THE  MERITS  OF  THAT  BIRD  BEING  EXTOLLED  AND  FINALLY 
DECIDED  TO  START  THE  BIDDING.   FIFTY  PESOS  IN  MEXICAN  MONEY  IS  NOT  MUCH  SO  I 
CALLED  OUT  THAT  AMOUNT.   IMMEDIATELY  SOMEONE  CRIED,  '500  PESOS.'  WITHOUT 
HESITATING,  I  RAISED  IT  TO  550  PESOS.  A  VOICE  YELLED  '  1000  PESOS. ' 

"MY  AUCTION  FEVER  BEGAN  RISING  SO  1  CAME  BACK  WITH  1050  PESOS. 
AND  A  BID  OF  1500  WAS  THE  PROMPT  RESPONSE .   BY  THAT  TIME  AUCTION  FEVER  HAD 
OVERCOME  ALL  CALTTION  AND  I  BID  1550.  THE  WORDS  WERE  SCARCELY  OUT  OF  MY 
MOUTH  WHEN  SOMEONE  RAISED  IT  TO  2000.  I  THEN  PROCEEDED  TO  COMPLETELY  LOSE  MY 
HEAD  AND  I  SHOUTED  2050  PESOS.  THERE  THE  BIDDING  STOPPED  AND  THE  BIRD  WAS 
KNOCKED  DOWN  TO  ME.   I  APPROACHED  THE  AUCTIONEER  AND  LAMENTED, 

"'I  HAVE  BOUGHT  A  PARROT.' 

"•YOU  CERTAINLY  HAVE,'  HE  RESPONDED. 

"'BUT  I  DON'T  WANT  A  PARROT.'  I  MOANED.   'BECAUSE  OF  THE  PARROT 

FEVER  I  CAN'T  EVEN  TAKE  IT  BACK  TO  THE  STATES.  WHAT  IN  THE  WORLD  WILL  I  DO 

WITH  A  PARROT?'  i 

"'I  DON'T  KNOW,  BUDDY,'  HE  RESPONDED.   'BUT  YOU  NOW  OWN  ONE. 

FORK  OVER  2050  PESOS  AND  TAKE  YOUR  BIRD.' 


'"OH!  WHAT  A  FOOL  I  AM  TO  THINK  I  BOUGHT  A  PARROT/  I  GROANED. 

'"BROTHER/  COMFORTED  THE  AUCTIONEER,  'YOU  ARE  A  LOT  BIGGER  FOOL 
THAN  YOU  THINK.  THE  ONLY  ONE  BIDDING  AGAINST  YOU  WAS  THE  PARROT  HIMSELF.'" 

I  HAD  NEVER  HEARD  THAT  STORY  BEFORE  AND  LAUGHED  HEARTILY  AS  DID  ALL 
THE  REST  OF  MR.  THOMAS'  AUDIENCE.  I  HAD  NOT  THE  SLIGHTEST  FOREBODING  OF  HOW 
THAT  STORY  WAS  GOING  TO  BE  RE-ENACTED  IN  MY  LIFE  BEFORE  ANOTHER  DAY  HAD  PASSED. 

THE  AUCTION  STARTED  AT  NOON  THE  NEXT  DAY.   I  WAS  DETAINED  BY  A  PRE- 
VIOUS LUNCHEON  ENGAGEMENT  AT  THE  UNITED  NATIONS  SO  WAS  A  BIT  LATE  IN  ARRIVING 
AT  THE  PARKE-BERNET  GALLERIES. 

I  HURRIED  TO  THE  MAIN  SALES  ROOM.   IT  SEATS  800  PEOPLE.  SO  GREAT  WAS 
THE  INTEREST  IN  THIS  PARTICULAR  SALE,  EVERY  SEAT  WAS  OCCUPIED  AND  PEOPLE  WERE 
STANDING  ALONG  THE  WALLS.   I  LOCATED  MR.  NEWMAN  SEATED  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE 
FRONT  ROW,  BUSILY  ENGAGED  IN  BIDDING  ON  NEARLY  EVERY  ITEM  FOR  VARIOUS  CLIENTS. 
JUST  AS  I  SPOTTED  THE  DEALER,  A  GENTLEMAN  SITTING  BESIDE  HIM  AROSE  AND  WALKED 
OUT.   QUICKLY  I  TOOK  HIS  SEAT.  RALPH  GREETED  ME  WITH  A  WHISPER. 

"NOW  DON'T  YOU  WORRY.  YOUR  POEM  IS  COMING  UP  IN  JUST  A  MOMENT. 
I  KNOW  EVERYONE  WHO  IS  INTERESTED.  YOU  ARE  GOING  TO  GET  IT  AT  A  BARGAIN." 
WITH  THAT  REMARK  MY  POEM  WAS  PUT  ON  THE  BLOCK. 

AS  THE  BIDDING  OPENED  A  LADY  APPEARED  IN  THE  DOORWAY.   FROM  THAT 
VANTAGE  POINT  SHE  OFFERED  A  BID  AND  SHE  CONTINUED  TO  BID  UNTIL  THE  PRICE  WAS 
DRIVEN  UP  FAR  BEYOND  MR.  NEWMAN'S  PROPHESIED  AND  MY  HOPED-FOR  PURCHASE  PRICE. 
WHEN  I  WAS  ASSURED  THE  POEM  WAS  ACTUALLY  MINE,  I  STUMBLED  OUT  OF  THE  ROOM, 
DISMAYED  AT  THE  COST  OF  THE  PRIZE.   I  FELT  THE  NEED  OF  FRESH  AIR  OR  SOMETHING.  IN 
THE  LOBBY  I  ENCOUNTERED  THE  SENIOR  PARTNER  OF  THE  FIRM. 

"MR.  SWANN,"  I  ANGUISHED.   "WHO  IN  THE  WORLD  IS  THAT  LADY  WHO  BID 
ON  MY  POEM?"  ^ 

"THAT  IS  A  STRANGE  THING,"  CONSOLED  MR.  SWANN.   "SHE  IS  AN  AUCTION 
BUG.  SHE  FIRST  CAME  HERE  LAST  AUTUMN.  WE  WERE  HOLDING  A  SALE  OF  VERY  FINE 
ANTIQUE  FURNITURE.  BEFORE  WE  REALIZED  WHAT  WAS  HAPPENING  SHE  HAD  BID  IN 
$35,000  WORTH  OF  FURNITURE.   IT  WAS  A  SERIOUS  MATTER  BECAUSE  AFTER  WE  ACCEPT  A 


BID  WE  ARE  RESPONSIBLE  TO  THE  SELLER  FOR  THE  AMOUNT  OF  THE  BID.  FINALLY,  I 
TAPPED  HER  ON  THE  SHOULDER  AND  ASKED  HER  TO  ACCOMPANY  ME  TO  MY  OFFICE. 
THEN  I  SAID, 

"AAADAM,  YOU  HAVE  PURCHASED  $35,000  WORTH  OF  FURNITURE  AND  WE  DO 
NOT  EVEN  KNOWWHO  YOU  ARE.  WE  HAVE  NOWAY  OF  KNOWING  IF  YOU  CAN  PAY  FOR 
IT."  '  ■      ■  -'^^  ^''V:'  • 

'"OH!   IF  THAT  IS  ALL  THAT  IS  BOTHERING  YOU,  SEND  ONE  OF  YOUR  BOYS 
WITH  ME.'  ONE  OF  OUR  MEN  ACCOMPANIED  HER  TO  HER  BANK  AND  SOON  RETURNED 
WITH  A  LETTER  OF  CREDIT  FOR  $70,000.  SHE  HAS  A  CONSIDERABLE  AMOUNT  ON  DEPOSIT 
WITH  US  RIGHT  NOW.  THE  LADY  DID  NOT  HAVE  THE  LEAST  IDEA  OF  WHAT  WAS  BEING 
SOLD  WHEN  SHE  BID  ON  YOUR  POEM.  SHE  IS  A  WEALTHY  DESIGNER  AND  MANUFACTURER 
OF  COSTUME  JEWELRY."  ^  ^-'^^ ^^.-^ 

A  PLEASING  AFTERMATH  TO  THAT  DISTRESSING  INCIDENT  IS  THE  REALIZATION, 
AS  A  RESULT  OF  IT,  THE  LADY  HAS  BECOME  AN  AVID  STUDENT  OF  MR.  LINCOLN  AND  A 
COLLECTOR  OF  LINCOLNIA.  "  :  r  s  ^ 

I  COULD  TALK  ALL  NIGHT  OF  THE  INTERESTING  EPISODES  I  HAVE  EXPERIENCED 
IN  FOLLOWING  IN  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.  SO  FAR  HAVE  I  TRAVELED  1 
NOW  LAY  CLAIM  TO  HAVING  VISITED  MORE  PLACES  HAVING  TO  DO  WITH  HIM  AND  PEOPLE 
CLOSELY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  HIM  THAN  ANY  OTHER  PERSON. 

AND  WHILE  TRAVELING  THE  LINCOLN  PATH  I  HAVE  COME  TO  REALIZE  WHY 
HE  HAS  SUCH  AN  ATTRACTION  FOR  ME.  THAT  IS  THE  INNATE  COMMON  SENSE  HE  DIS- 
PLAYED IN  MEETING  PROBLEMS.   MANY  OF  HIS  SAYINGS  AND  WRITINGS  HAVE  COME  TO 
BE  GUIDING  STARS  FOR  ME  AS  I  TRAVEL  THROUGH  THIS  LIFE. 

WE  ALL  EXPERIENCE  DISAPPOINTMENTS  AND  DEFEATS  ALONG  THE  ROAD  WE 
TRAVEL.  ESPECIALLY  IS  THAT  TRUE  OF  ONE  IN  MY  BUSINESS.  SO  OFTEN  WE  SET  OUR 
HEARTS  ON  A  CERTAIN  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECT,  WORK  DESPERATELY  TO  PREPARE  A  GOOD 
BID  AND  THEN  SEE  ALL  OUR  WORK  COME  TO  NAUGHT  IN  AN  INSTANT  AS  SOME  ZEALOUS 
COMPETITOR  UNDERBIDS  US.   IT  IS  DISAPPOINTING  AND  SOMETIMES  DIFFICULT  TO  GRACE- 
FULLY FACE  OUR  DEFEAT,   MR.  LINCOLN  SOLVEDTHAT  PROBLEM  FOR  ME. 


DURING  THE  VERY  DARKEST  HOURS  OF  THE  CIVIL  WAR,  THE  CONGRESSIONAL 
ELECTIONS  OF  1862  WERE  HELD.  BATTLE  AFTER  BATTLE  HAD  GONE  AGAINST  THE  UNION 
AND  THE  DISCOURAGED  VOTERS  DEFEATED  SOME  OF  MR.  LINCOLN'S  STRONGEST  SUPPORTERS 
AND  NEARLY  GAVE  THE  ANTI-WAR  DEMOCRATS  CONTROL  OF  CONGRESS.  HE  HAD  PLENTY 
OF  REASON  FOR  BEING  DISAPPOINTED  AND  DISCOURAGED.  THE  DAY  AFTER  THE  ELECTION 
A  REPORTER  ASKED  THE  PRESIDENT  HOW  HE  FELT  ABOUT  THE  OUTCOME.  MR.  LINCOLN 
REPLIED, 

"I  feel  just  like  the  young  fellow  in  Kentucky  who  ran  to  greet  his 
sweetheart.  He  stubbed  his  toe  and  sustained  a  severe  fall .  As  he 
arose  and  brushed  himself  off  someone  asked  how  he  felt.  And  the 
young  man  answered, 

"M  am  too  hurt  to  laugh  and  too  big  to  cry.'" 

WE  ARE  ALL  DISTURBED  WITH  THE  INCREASING  CIVIL  DISORDERS  IN  THIS 
COUNTRY  BROUGHT  ON  BY  OPPONENTS  OF  THE  VIETNAM  WAR,  BY  BLACK  PEOPLE 
UNHAPPY  WITH  THEIR  LOT  AND  MANY  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SO-CALLED  "POOR"  OR  "POVERTY- 
STRICKEN"  CLASS  OF  ALL  RACES.  ENCOURAGED  BY  THE  PERMISSIVE  ATTITUDES  OF  MANY 
FEDERAL  OFFICIALS  -  GOVERNORS,  MAYORS,  COLLEGE  PROFESSORS  AND  JUDGES,  SEGMENTS 
OF  OUR  CLERGYMEN  AND  CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE  ORGANIZERS  -  RESPECT  FOR  LAW  AND  ORDER 
IS  BEING  BROKEN  DOWN  IN  ALL  SECTIONS  OF  THE  COUNTRY.  AS  I  HAVE  WATCHED  WITH 
DISMAY  THIS  MARCH  TOWARD  ANARCHY,  I  TURNED  TO  STUDY  THE  ATTITUDE  MR.  LINCOLN 
ASSUMED  UNDER  SUCH  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

THE  PROBLEMS  WE  FACE  TODAY  ARE  AS  NOTHING  COMPARED  TO  THOSE  FACED 
BY  HIM  DURING  THE  WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION.  WHILE  AN  INVADING  ARMY  WAS  MARCHING  - 
THROUGH  THE  LUSH  FARMLANDS  OF  SOUTHEASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  AND  OUR  COUNTRY 
STOOD  AT  THE  THRESHOLD  OF  DESTRUCTION,  IRISHMEN  IN  NEW  YORK  DECIDED  TO  VENT 
THEIR  SPLEEN  BY  INDULGING  IN  THE  WORST  CIVIL  DISORDERS  THIS  COUNTRY  HAD  EVER 
WITNESSED.  EVERY  MAN  IN  THE  NORTH  CAPABLE  OF  BEARING  ARMS  HAD  BEEN  RUSHED 
INTO  PENNSYLVANIA  TO  DRIVE  LEE  BACK  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC  RIVER,  LEAVING  BUT 
A  HANDFUL  OF  POLICE  TO  COPE  WITH  THE  MOBS.   FOR  SEVERAL  DAYS  THEY  LOOTED, 
BURNED  AND  MURDERED,  PARTICULARLY  TAKING  THEIR  IRE  OUT  ON  EVERY  UNFORTUNATE 
NEGRO  THEY  ENCOUNTERED,  HANGING  AND  BURNING  EVERY  ONE  THEY  COULD  CATCH. 


THERE  WAS  NOTHING  NAMBY-PAMBY  ABOUT  THE  WAY  IN  WHICH  ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN  HANDLED  THIS  SITUATION.  SO  SOON  AS  LEE  WAS  BACK  IN  VIRGINIA,  VETERAN 
REGIMENTS  FROM  THE  BATTLEFIELD  OF  GETTYSBURG  WERE  RUSHED  TO  NEW  YORK  CITY.  BY 
THE  TIME  THE  REGULARS  GOT  THROUGH  SHOOTING  RIOTERS,  A  NUMBER  I  HAVE  SEEN 
ESTIMATED  FROM  1,100  to  1,700,  THE  TURMOIL  SUBSIDED  AND  THERE  WERE  NO  MORE  CIVIL 
DISORDERS  ANYWHERE  IN  THE  NORTH.   -     '  ^ 

IT  IS  A  TERRIBLE  THOUGHT  TO  HOLD  BUT  IF  OUR  AUTHORITIES  WOULD  SHOOT 
A  FEW  OF  THESE  RIOTERS  AND,  ACTUAL  AND  POTENTIAL  MURDERS,  CIVIL  DISORDERS  WOULD 
D  ISAPPEAR  AS  QUICKLY  AS  THEY  DID  IN  1863  AND  THE  LIVES  OF  MANY  POTENTIAL  VICTIMS 
OF  THREATENING  FUTURE  CIVIL  DISORDERS  SAVED.  .  : 

AS  YOU  GO  OUT  INTO  LIFE  YOU  ALL  ARE  GOING  TO  ENCOUNTER  A  VEXATIOUS 
AND  OFTEN  EMBARRASSING  PROBLEM.  THAT  IS  THE  HANDLING  OF  RELATIVES  AND  FRIENDS 
WHO  WISH  TO  BORROW  MONEY.  ALMOST  WITHOUT  EXCEPTION,  THESE  WOULD-BE  BORROWERS 
HAVE  LED  LIVES  OF  IRRESPONSIBILITY.  FEW  OF  THOSE  WHO  BORROW  FROM  RELATIVES  AND 
FRIENDS  POSSESS  THE  STRENGTH  OF  CHARACTER  TO  REPAY  THE  LOAN.   IF  YOU  REFUSE  SUCH 
A  PERSON  A  LOAN  THEY  BECOME  ANGRY  WITH  YOU.   IF  YOU  LOAN  THEM  THE  MONEY  THEY 
BECOME  EVEN  MORE  ANGRY  BECAUSE  YOU  HAVE  PLACED  THEM  IN  THE  EMBARRASSING  POSI- 
TION OF  OWING  YOU  MONEY  WHICH  THEY  WILL  NOT  OR  CANNOT  REPAY.  FOR  YEARS  I 
STRUGGLED  WITH  THIS  PROBLEM  MAKING  SOME  PEOPLE  UNHAPPY  BECAUSE  I  REFUSED  THEM 
LOANS  AND  OTHERS  UNHAPPIER  BECAUSE  I  ACCEDED  TO  THEIR  REQUEST.  THEN  ONE  DAY  I 
STUMBLED  UPON  MR.  LINCOLN'S  LETTER  WRITTEN  TO  HIS  STEP-BROTHER  JOHNSTON  ON  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  A  LOAN.   IN  THE  MAIN  HE  WROTE, 
"Dear  Johnston: 

Your  request  for  eighty  dollars,  I  do  not  think  it  best  to  comply  with  now. 
At  the  various  times  when  I  have  helped  you  a  little,  you  have  said  to  me, 
:  'We  can  get  along  very  well  now,'  but  in  a  very  short  time  I  find  you  in 

the  same  difficulty  again.   Now  this  can  only  happen  by  some  tJefect  in 
your  conduct.  What  the  defect  is  I  think  I  know.  You  ore  not  lazy,  and 
still  you  are  an  idler.   I  doubt  whether  since  I  saw  you,  you  have  done 
a  good  whole  day's  work  in  any  one  day .  You  do  not  very  much  dislike 
to  work;  and  still  you  do  not  work  much,  merely  because  it  does  not  seem 
to  you  that  you  could  get  much  for  it.  This  habit  of  uselessly  wasting  time 
is  the  whole  difficulty;  and  it  is  vastly  important  to  you,  and  still  more  so 
to  your  children  that  you  shoufd  break  this  habit.    It  is  more  important  to 
them  because  they  have  longer  to  live,  and  can  keep  out  of  an  idle  habit 
before  they  are  in  it;  easier  than  they  can  get  out  after  they  are  in. 


"You  are  now  in  need  of  some  ready  monev;  and  what  I  propose  is, 
that  you  shall  go  to  work,  'tooth  and  nails'  for  somebody  who  will 
give  you  money  for  it.... Now  if  you  will  do  this  you  will  soon  be 
out  of  debt,  and  what  is  better,  you  will  have  a  habit  that  will 
keep  you  from  getting  in  debt  again.   But  if  I  should  now  clear 
you  out,  next  year  you  will  be  just  as  deep  in  as  ever. . .  .You  have 
always  been  kind  to  me,  and  I  do  not  now  mean  to  be  unkind  to  you. 
On  the -contrary,  if  you  will  but  follow  my  advice,  you  will  find  it 
worth  more  than  eight  times  eighty  dollars  to  you. 

Affectionately,  Your  brother, 
A.  Lincoln," 

FROM  THAT  DAY  ON  I  HAVE  HAD  NO  DIFFICULTY  WITH  WOULD-BE  BORROWERS. 
I  SEND  THE  APPLICANT  A  COPY  OF  LINCOLN'S  "JOHNSTON  LETTER"  AND  I  LOSE  NO  MORE 
MONEY  AND  RETAIN  FRIENDS. 

THROUGHOUT  LIFE'S  JOURNEY  WE  ALL  HAVE  DIFFICULTIES  WITH  SOME  OF  THE 
PEOPLE  WITH  WHOM  WE  COME  IN  CONTACT.  QUITE  OFTEN  THESE  ARE  PERSONALITY 
CLASHES  WITH  NO  FUNDAMENTAL  REASON  FOR  DISCORD.   IN  MY  BUSINESS  PLENTY  OF 
SUCH  OPPORTUNITIES  ARE  AFFORDED,  PARTICULARLY  IN  THE  FORM  OF  ARCHITECTS, 
ENGINEERS,  INSPECTORS,  SUPERINTENDENTS,  SUB-CONTRACTORS,  MATERIAL  SUPPLIERS 
AND  LABOR  UNION  LEADERS.  IT  IS  ABSOLUTELY  IMPERATIVE  THAT  A  COMMON  MEETING 
GROUND  BE  ESTABLISHED.  THIS  PROBLEM  WAS  PRETTY  WELL  SOLVED  FOR  ME  WHEN  I  BE- 
CAME FAMILIAR  WITH  MR.  LINCOLN'S  FAMOUS  "HOOKER  LETTER."  IN  THIS  EPISTLE  THE 
PRESIDENT  TOLD  THE  EGOTISTICAL  GENERAL  WHAT  HE  LIKED  ABOUT  HJM  AND  THEN 
PROCEEDED  TO  INFORM  HIM  OF  CHARACTERISTICS  HE  DID  NOT  APPRECIATE. 

"General:   I  have  placed  you  at  the  head  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac .  Of 
course ,  I  have  done  this  upon  what  appears  to  me  to  be  sufficient  reasons, 
and  yet,  I  think  it  best  for  you  to  know  that  there  are  some  things  in  regard 
to  which  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  you.   1  believe  you  to  be  a  brave 
and  skillful  soldier  which,  of  course,  I  like.   I  also  believe  you  do  not  mix 
politics  with  your  profession,  in  which  you  are  right.  You  have  confidence 
in  yourself,  which  is  a  valuable,  if  not  an  indispensable,  quality.  You  are 
ambitious  which,  within  reasonable  bounds,  does  good  rather  than  harm;  but 
I  think  that  during  General  Burnside's  command  of  the  army  you  have  taken 
counsel  of  your  ambition  and  thwarted  him  as  much  as  you  coulcJ,  in  which 
you  did  a  great  wrong  to  the  country  and  to  a  most  meritorious  and  honorable 
brother  officer. 

"I  have  heard,  in  such  a  way  as  to  believe  it,  of  your  recently  saying  that 
both  the  army  and  the  government  needed  a  dictator.   Of  course,  it  was  not  for 
this,  but  in  spite  of  it,  that  I  have  given  you  the  command.   Only  generals  who 
gain  successes  can  set  up  dictators .  What  I  now  ask  of  you  is  military  success, 
and  I  will  risk  the  dictatorship.  The  government  will  support  you  to  the  utmost 
of  its  ability,  which  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  it  has  done  and  will  do  for  all 
commanders .   I  much  fear  that  the  spirit  which  you  have  aided  to  infuse  info 


the  army,  of  criticizing  their  commander  and  withholding  confidence 
from  him',  will  now  turn  upon  you.    I  shall  assist  you  as  far  as  I  can  to 
put  It  down , 

"Neither  you  nor  Napoleon,  if  he  were  alive  again,  could  get  any  good 
out  of  an  army  while  such  a  spirit  prevails  in  it;  and  now  beware  of  rash- 
ness, but  with  energy  and  sleepless  vigilance  go  forward  and  give  us 
victories.   Yours  very  truly,  Abraham  Lincoln." 

I  HAVE  SENT  THIS  LETTER  TO  SEVERAL  RECALCITRANT  GENTLEMEN  IN  TIMES 
PAST,  ALWAYS  WITH  THE  RESULT  OUR  RELATIONS  WERE  MUCH  IMPROVED. 

OUR  COUNTRY'S  RELATIONS  WITH  FOREIGN  NATIONS  ARE  A  MATTER  OF  VITAL 

CONCERN  TO  US  ALL.  TWO  STATEMENTS  MR.  LINCOLN  MADE  OVER  120  YEARS  AGO  FORM 

THE  FOUNDATION  STONES  OF  MY  PERSONAL  FOREIGN  POLICY  PHILOSOPHY,   IN  1846 

PRESIDENT  POLK  TOOK  US  INTO  THE  MEXICAN  WAR  WITHOUT  BOTHERING  TO  CONSULT 

WITH  CONGRESS.  AS  A  CONGRESSMAN,  MR.  LINCOLN  VIGOROUSLY  OPPOSED  SUCH 

HIGH-HANDED  ACTION  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE.  HIS  LAW  PARTNER  HERNDON 

DENOUNCED  LINCOLN'S  ATTITUDE  TO  WHICH  HE  REPLIED, 

"Allow  the  President  to  invade  a  neighboring  nation,  whenever  he  shall 

deem  it  necessary  to  repel  an  invasion,  and  you  allow  him  to  make 

war  at  pleasure  .   Your  view  places  our  President  where  kings  have 

always  stood . " 

IF  MR.  LINCOLN'S  VIEWS  ON  PRESIDENTIAL  PREROGATIVE  WERE  IN  VOGUE 
TODAY  WE  WOULD  NOT  HAVE  THOUSANDS  OF  AMERICANS  DYING  IN  A  FUTILE  WAR  ON 
THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  GLOBE. 

AND  A  STATEMENT  MADE  ABOUT  THE  SAME  TIME  HAS  STOOD  THE  TEST  OF  A 
120  YEARS  AND  PUTS  TO  SHAME  THESE  SHALLOW  MINDS  WHO  CONTINUALLY  SHOUT  WE 
MUST  INTERFERE  IN  EVERY  SQUABBLE  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  GLOBE  FOR  OUR  OWN 
PROTECTION.   HE  SAID, 

"Shall  we  expect  a  trans-atlantic  military  giant  to  step  the  ocean  and  crush 
us  at  a  blow  ?   Never ! 

"Ail  the  armies  of  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa  combined,  with  all  the  treasures 
of  the  earth  (our  own  excepted)  in  their  military  chest,  with  a  Bonaparte  for 
a  commander,  could  not  by  force  take  a  drink  from  the  Ohio,  ^r  make  a  track 
on  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  a  trail  of  a  thousand  years. 

"At  v/hct  point  then  is  the  approach  of  danger  to  be  expected?   I  answer,  'If 
it  ever  reaches  us,  it  must  spring  up  amongst  us.    It  cannot  come  from  abroad. 
If  destruction  be  our  lot,  we  ourselves  must  be  its  author  and  finisher.  As  a 
notion  of  free  men,  we  must  live  through'all  time  or  die  by  suicide.'" 


COMPARE  THAT  STATEMENT  WHICH  HAS  STOOD  THE  TEST  OF  A  HUNDRED 
AND  THIRTY  YEARS  WITH  THE  SLOGANS  -  "MAKE  THE  WORLD  SAFE  FOR  DEMOCRACY" 
AND  "THE  WAR  TO  END  WARS"  WHICH  TOOK  US  INTO  WORLD  WAR  I  AND  THE  "FOUR 
FREEDOMS"  FOR  WHICH  400,000  AMERICANS  DIED  IN  WORLD  WAR  II,  AND  THE  BLATANT 
SHRIEK,  "I  AM  GOING  TO  SETTLE  THE  DESTINY  OF  EUROPE  FOR  A  THOUSAND  YEARS." 
WITH  WHICH  ADOLPH  HITLER  PLUNGED  INTO  POLAND  IN  1939.  NONE  OF  THESE 
STATEMENTS  EVEN  SURVIVED  THE  WARS  WITH  WHICH  THEY  WERE  STARTED.   ON  FOREIGN 
POLICY  I  CONTINUE  TO  STRING  ALONG  WITH  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

FOR  MANY  YEARS  I  HAVE  HAD  A  HABIT  WHICH  SOMETIMES  IRRITATES  OTHERS. 
THAT  IS  TO  LAUGH  IN  THE  FACE  OF  DIFFICULTIES.   I  HAVE  A  GOOD  PRECEDENT  FOR  THIS. 

ON  SEPTEMBER  22,  1862,  THE  WAR  CABINET  WAS  SUMMONED  TO  THE  WHITE 

HOUSE  FOR  A  SPECIAL  SESSION.  THE  PRESIDENT  THEN  READ  TO  THE  GROUP  A  NOW  ALMOST 

FORGOTTEN  SKIT  CALLED  "HIGH-HANDED  OUTRAGE  AT  UTICA, "  BY  ARTEMUS  WARD,  THEN 

A  CURRENT  HUMORIST.   SOME  OF  THE  CABINET  MEMBERS  WERE  FURIOUS  BUT  LINCOLN 

READ  ON  AND  AT  THE  END  LAUGHED  HEARTILY. 

.  THEN  HE  SAID:  "GENTLEMEN,  WHY  don't  you  laugh?  With  the  fearful  strain 
that  is  upon  me  night  and  day,  if  I  did  not  laugh  I  should  die,  and  you  need  this 
medicine  as  much  as  do  I." 

THEN  HE  REACHED  INTO  HIS  TALL  HAT  AND  PULLED  OUT  A  PAPER  FROM  WHICH 
HE  READ.   IT  WAS  THE  EMANCIPATION  PROCLAM^TION.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  STANTON 
WAS  OVERWHELMED.   HE  GOT  UP,  TOOK  LINCOLN  BY  THE  HAND  AND  SAID:   "Mr.  President, 
IF  READING  A  CHAPTER  OF  ARTEMUS  WARD  IS  A  PRELUDE  TO  SUCH  A  DEED  AS  THIS,  THE 
BOOK  SHOULD  BE  FILED  AMONG  THE  ARCHIVES  OF  THE  NATION  AND  THE  AUTHOR  CANON- 
IZED." 

THIS  COUNTRY  WAS  FOUNDED  ON  THE  PRINCIPLE  THAT  THE  DIGNITY  OF  THE 
INDIVIDUAL  AND  HIS  FREEDOM  WERE  PARAMOUNT.  THE  RUGGED  INDIVIDUALISM  OF  THE 
FREE  ENTERPRISE  SYSTEM  WAS  AND  IS  THE  KEYSTONE  OF  THE  STRUCTURE  INTO  WHICH  THIS 
NATION  WAS  BUILDED.   NOWHERE  AND  AT  NO  TIME  HAS  THIS  BASIC  PHILOSOPHY  SO 
SUCCINTLY  BEEN  STATED  AS  IN  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  WORDS  WHEN  HE  DECLARED, 


"Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor.  .  .property  is  desirable  . .  .is  a  positive 
good  in  the  world.   That  some  should  be  rich,  shows  that  others  may 
become  rich,  and  hence  is  just  encouragement  to  industry  and  enter- 
prise .    Let  not  him  who  is  houseless  pull  down  the  house  of  another; 
but  let  him  labor  diligently  and  build  one  for  himself,  thus  by  example 
assuring  that  his  own  shall  be  safe  from  violence  when  built." 

AND  MOST  IMPORTANT  OF  ALL  ARE  MR.  LINCOLN'S  WORDS  AS  HE  REALIZED 

HE  NEEDED  MORE  THAN  EARTHLY  HELP: 

"I  have  been  driven  many  times  upon  my  knees  by  the  overwhelming 
conviction  that  I  had  nowhere  else  to  go.   My  own  wisdom  and  that 
of  all  about  me  seemed  insufficient  for  that  day." 

AND  AS  HE  STRUGGLED  THROUGH  FOUR  YEARS  OF  NATIONAL  DISUNITY  AND 
BLOODY  WARFARE,  HE  GRASPED  AT  EVERY  WORD  OF  ENCOURAGEMENT  AND  HOPE  HE 
COULD  DISCOVER.   NONE  HELPED  HIM  MORE  THAN  THE  CLOSING  VERSES  OF  TWO  OF  OUR 
EPIC  SONGS.  AS  JULIA  WARD  HOWE  AWAKENED  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  NiGHT  AND  FROM 
A  WINDOW  OF  WASHINGTON'S  WILLARD  HOTEL  SAW  THE  CAMPFIRES  OF  UNION  SOLDIERS 
BURNING  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC  RIVER  ON  THE  HEIGHTS  OF  VIRGINIA,  SHE  SNATCHED  UP 
A  PEN  AND  WROTE  THE  IMMORTAL  WORDS  WHICH  SO  HEARTENED  A  WAR-WEARY  PRESIDENT 
A  CENTURY  AGO  AND  ARE  JUST  AS  INSPIRING  IN  THIS  DAY  OF  STRESS  AND  STRAIN. 
-    "IN  THE  BEAUTY  OF  THE  LILIES  CHRIST  WAS  BORN  ACROSS  THE  SEA 

WITH  A  GLORY  IN  HIS  BOSOM  THAT  TRANSFIGURES  YOU  AND  ME: 

AS  HE  DIED  TO  MAKE  MEN  HOLY,  LET  US  DIE  TO  AAAKE  MEN  FREE, 

WHILE  GOD  IS  MARCHING  ON!" 

AND  AS  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  WATCHED  THE  UNION  ARMIES  MARCHING  TO 
GLORY  IN  THE  TASK  OF  SAVING  THIS  GREAT  NATION,  HE  SHARED  WITH  FRANCIS  SCOTT 
KEY  THE  EXULTATION  AND  CONFIDENCE  OF  THE  FUTURE  AS  DID  KEY,  AND  AS  MUST  WE, 
V/HEN  THE  MORNING  LIGHT  HE  SAW  THE  FLAG  STILL  FLYING. 

"THEN  CONQUER  WE  MUST  FOR  OUR  CAUSE  IT  IS  JUST 

AND  TH  IS  BE  OUR  MOTTO  'IN  GOD  IS  OUR  TRUST'." 

AND  THE  STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER  IN  TRIUMPH  DOTH  WAVE 

O'ER  THE  LAND  OF  THE  FREE  AND  THE  HOME  OF  THE  BRAVE." 


